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IMPORTANT SURVA DEFINITIONS 
 

 

 

“Tournament Coordinator” is an elected member of the SURVA Board of Directors.  The coordinator is 

responsible for the sanctioning and scheduling of all tournaments within the SURVA Region.  The 

coordinator is responsible for the oversight of only the SURVA Qualifier Tournaments, not the Non-

Qualifier Tournaments or the Inter-Regional Tournaments. 

 

 

“Tournament Director” is an individual who, being a member of USAV and the SURVA Region, is 

sanctioned to host a tournament (Qualifier, Non-Qualifier or Inter-Regional). 

 

 

“Qualifier Tournament” is a one-day tournament, which is considered to meet standard USAV and 

SURVA guidelines.  Any team that wishes to participate in – or qualify for – the SURVA Regional 

Championships must play in two SURVA Qualifier Tournaments, at least one of which must be “out of 

area.” Entry into a SURVA Qualifier is possible only through the SURVA Tournament Coordinator, not 

the Tournament Director. 

 

 

“Non-Qualifier Tournament” is a one-day tournament, wholly organized by the Tournament Director, 

which is more loosely structured for grass roots development.  Non-Qualifiers do not meet the criteria for 

participating in – or qualifying for – the SURVA Regional Championships.  Entry into a Non-Qualifier is 

possible only through the Tournament Director, not the SURVA Tournament Coordinator. 

 

 

“Inter-Regional Tournament” is a two-day or three-day tournament which is wholly organized by the 

Tournament Director under standard USAV and SURVA guidelines.  Inter-Regional Tournaments do not 

meet the criteria for participating in – or qualifying for – the SURVA Regional Championships.  Entry into 

an Inter-Regional Tournament is possible only through the Tournament Director, not the SURVA 

Tournament Coordinator. 

 

 

“Area” refers to a location within the SURVA Region: 

Northwest (Albuquerque, Santa Fe) 

Northeast (Amarillo, Lubbock) 

Southwest (Las Cruces, El Paso) 

Southeast (Midland, Odessa) 

Refer to the SURVA map for exact linear division within the SURVA Region. 

 

 

“Out of Area” refers to a Qualifier Tournament location within the SURVA Region other than the area 

that is considered local to your club team.  For example, if your team resides in Lubbock (the Northeast 

Region), a qualifier tournament in Midland (the Southeast Region) is considered to be “out of area.” 

However, a qualifier tournament in Amarillo (the Northeast Region) would not be “out of area” to 

Lubbock. 

** The Out of Area requirement may also be achieved by a team playing in three SURVA Regional 

qualifiers with at least one requiring travel of more than 200 miles one-way. Please notify the Tournament 

Coordinator of the travel stipulation.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



To:  Tournament Host 

 

From:  Sun Country Regional Volleyball Tournament Coordinator 

 

Re:  Tournament Safety Standards 

 

 

Dear Tournament Host, 

 

We are happy that you are hosting a volleyball tournament!  We feel that the outlined safety standards 

below will help you in making sure your tournament is a success.  Please review USAV & SURVA 

guidelines and contact your SURVA Area Representative if you have any questions.  Each site must adhere 

to current USAV guidelines.  Below are some examples of what is needed. 

 

Regards, 

SURVA Tournament Coordinator 

 

Game Equipment: 

 

¶ The Net:  It should be 3 feet wide overall and 32 feet in length when stretched.  All nets must have two 

antennas fastened securely to the net at both the top and bottom.  The antennas must be free from 

sharp edges and the bottom should be covered in either athletic tape or foam padding. 

 

¶ The Standards:  They must be secured by barrels, cable or other supporting apparatus.  If supported by 

cables the cable must be clearly identified and padded with a minimum of ½ inch thick padding.  

Any means of attaching the net to the standards must be padded as well if it includes a metal 

fastening/tightening device.  The standards must be padded to a minimum of 5 ½ feet with at least a 

1-inch thick, resilient, shock-absorbing material.  Again, if necessary pipe insulation is permitted. 

 

¶ The Official Platform:  A safe stable platform, which elevates the official’s head 2 to 3 feet above the 

net, is preferred.  Both the front and the sides must be padded in the same manner as the post.  The 

platform should be 18X12 inches wide and steps should be provided.  Chairs are not acceptable nor 

are stacks of gymnastic mats.  Barrels are permitted provided they are weighted and suitable to stand 

upon. 

 

¶ The Playing Surface:  The courts must be clearly marked and all lines visible.  The courts should be 60 

feet long and 30 feet wide with a minimum of 6 feet in depth for the serving area.  A centerline must 

be extending from sideline to sideline and 2 inches wide, athletic tape can be used to mark the 

centerline.  The attack line must be 10 feet from the net and extend from sideline to sideline and 

again be 2 inches wide.  The playing surface must be kept clean and be swept prior to the first match 

on the court.  Overhead obstructions should be eliminated if possible. 

 

¶ The Ball:  A new or fairly new USAV approved indoor ball must be provided for each court. 

 

¶ The Official’s Table:  It must be at least 6 feet outside the court if space permits and at the centerline 

of the court opposite of the referee and be able to seat the scorer, the flipper and the libero tracker.    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TOURNAMENT SANCTION PROCESS 
 

 

 

The SURVA Board of Directors is always looking for safe, well-maintained gyms in which sanctioned 

tournaments are to be conducted.  The purpose of sanctioning these tournaments is to benefit the members 

of the Sun Country Region in some manner and to further the purpose for which the region has been 

organized:  namely, the promotion of the sport of volleyball. 

 

 

Tournament Scheduling 

 

Tournament sanctioning will begin October 1 for those hosting “traditional tournaments” who wish to 

apply for the same tournament weekend as the prior year.  This period ends on October 31.  Tournament 

sanctioning for all other tournament requests will begin on November 1.  This period ends on November 

30. All tournament sanction requests received on any date prior to November 1 will be considered to have 

simultaneously arrived on November 1.  All requests received after November 1 will be processed on a 

first-come, first-serve basis to fill available dates.   

 

In the event that two or more sanction requests are received on the same day for the same tournament date 

after November 1, the SURVA Tournament Coordinator will determine which sanction will be granted by 

the following guidelines: 

 

Priority will first be given to Qualifier Tournaments over Inter-Regional Tournaments.  Qualifier 

tournaments may be comprised of one classification and division or multiple classifications and divisions. 

 

 

Number of Tournaments Held by One Sponsor 

 

The number of tournaments held by one sponsor will be limited.  In order to allow as many different hosts 

as possible to hold tournaments, a single host may sanction a maximum of one tournament per month.  The 

SURVA Tournament Coordinator may allow a host to sanction more than one tournament per month, if 

there is a shortage of sponsors, with the approval of the SURVA Commissioner.  This will only be 

considered as of December 1.  This period ends December 31.  As of January 1, sanctioning of tournament 

will be approved only if there is sufficient time to advertise the tournament on a region-wide basis.   

 

 

Notification of Approval/Rejection of Sanction 

 

The SURVA Tournament Coordinator will notify the Tournament Director of the approval or rejection of 

the sanction request within fifteen days of receiving the request.  If accepted, the tournament will then be 

posted on the SURVA website under the tournament schedule.  The Tournament Coordinator will then mail 

or fax a copy of the approved Tournament Sanction Request Form to the Tournament Director along with a 

Tournament Director’s Packet, including the SURVA Tournament Director’s Handbook. 

 

A sanction approved to conduct a tournament is strictly for the classification(s) and division(s) for which it 

is issued and covers the conditions outlined in the application and the sanction.  Generally, only one 

tournament of any one classification and division will be sanctioned for any one weekend.  If more than 

one sanctioned tournament is scheduled at different sites for any one weekend, each tournament will be of a 

different classification or different division or both.  Rarely will two tournaments be scheduled of the same 

division and classification.  The region will allow two tournaments of the same classification during the 

same weekend as long as the tournaments are in non-adjacent areas of the region (ex. Northeast & 

Southwest areas). 

 

 

 



Waivers 

 

Tournament Directors anticipating any deviation from the Tournament Guidelines must also file a request 

for waiver.  The Tournament Director may request waivers or exceptions to normal SURVA Tournament 

Guidelines at the time of the Tournament Sanction Request or at any point thereafter.  Requests for waivers 

must be made to the SURVA Tournament Coordinator, and may be appealed to the SURVA 

Commissioner. 

 

 

Changes 

 

Once a Tournament Sanction Request Form has been approved and placed on the schedule, there will be no 

changes to the tournament without the approval of the Tournament Coordinator. 

 

 

Sanction Request Forms 

 

If you are interested in hosting a tournament, a Tournament Sanction Request Form may be obtained on-

line at www.suncountryvb.org or from the SURVA Tournament Coordinator.  This form must be 

completed and mailed back to the Tournament Coordinator providing complete details regarding facilities, 

location, format and classification of teams. 

 

 

Insurance 

 

All gyms used for the tournaments must be sanctioned and insured by USAV.  There are instructions and a 

facilities insurance certification application form on the SURVA website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.suncountryvb.org/


 

 

 

QUALIFIER TOURNAMENT ENTRY INFORMATION 
 

 

Information (date, location, entry fee, etc.) pertaining to Non-Qualifier Tournaments and Inter-Regional 

Tournaments is available on the SURVA website.  Questions about them should be directed to the 

appropriate Tournament Director.  The SURVA Region sanctions the Non-Qualifier Tournaments and the 

Inter-Regional Tournaments; however, the SURVA Tournament Coordinator does not facilitate the entries, 

seeding or format. 

 

The following information pertains to SURVA Qualifier Tournaments. 

 

 

Tournament Entry Form and Deadline 

 

To enter a team in a regional qualifying tournament, team reps must submit a USAV roster from the online 

registration, along with a check or money order for $150 made payable to SURVA to the Tournament 

Coordinator.  The deadline for receipt (not postmark) of entries is the Friday one week prior to the 

tournament.  A Tournament Entry, which does not include the $150 entry fee, is not considered a legitimate 

entry until the fee arrives. 

 

 

Tournament Entry Fee 

 

SURVA limits the tournament entry fee to $150 for the SURVA Qualifier Tournaments.  Checks must be 

made payable to SURVA and should accompany the Tournament Entry Form.  The check must cover the 

fee for one tournament only, meaning a separate check must accompany entries for other tournament dates. 

 

 

Late fee 

 

Entries must be received (not postmarked) by Friday one-week prior to the tournament.  Any entry received 

after the deadline will be penalized a $150 late fee. 

 

 

Accepting Entries 

 

Four weeks prior to the tournament date, the Tournament Coordinator will begin accepting team entries.  

All entries must include the entry fee to be accepted.  All entries received prior to the four weeks will be 

considered to have arrived on the date exactly four weeks before the tournament and will get equal priority 

to the ones received on the acceptance date.  After that, entries will be accepted on a first come, first serve 

basis under the following guideline: 

 

Priority will be given to SURVA teams ranked in the tournament classification. 

 

Priority will then be given to SURVA teams ranked in the next lower classification than that of the 

tournament. 

 

If the team quota set for the tournament is not met, entries after the deadline will be accepted on a first 

come, first serve basis in the following order: 

 

Priority will be given to teams other than SURVA teams in the tournament classification. 

Priority will then be given to teams other than SURVA teams in the next lower classification than that of 

the tournament. 

 



Teams in classifications higher than the highest tournament classification shall not be accepted.   

 

Junior teams may not participate in a non-junior tournament scheduled on the same day as a junior 

tournament held within SURVA.  Junior teams may play in all other tournaments and their entry shall be 

considered on the same basis as all other SURVA teams. 

 

Men’s and Boy’s teams may not participate in women’s tournaments and vice versa except by advance 

permission from the Adult Representative. 

 

 

Confirmation of Entry 

 

The SURVA Tournament Coordinator will confirm acceptance of an entry into a tournament by email.  The 

email provided to the SURVA Registrar for the Team Representative will be used unless otherwise noted 

with the Tournament Entry.   

 

 

Withdrawal from a Tournament 

 

A team which chooses – for whatever reason – not to participate in a tournament in which entry has been 

confirmed by the SURVA Tournament Coordinator may withdraw without penalty by the Friday one week 

before the tournament.  If withdrawal from the tournament occurs after the deadline, the entry fee will not 

be refunded unless the tournament has accepted the full quota of teams and has a team on the waiting list to 

replace the team that withdraws after the deadline. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SUN COUNTRY REGION VOLLEYBALL ASSOCIATION 

“DIVISION” FORMAT FOR QUALIFIERS 
 

The Sun Country Region Volleyball Association is pleased to announce we will continue using the “DIVISION” 

tournament format in the qualifiers.  The goal of this format is to place teams within “DIVISIONS” that are ability- and 

experience-related rather than age-specific-related.  It will allow the more experienced and better skilled teams the 

opportunity to compete consistently against teams with the same or near-equal skill level.  It will also allow the new, 

less experienced teams to compete consistently against teams with the same or near-equal skill level.  We believe this 

will provide a more enjoyable experience for everyone, as it did last year, because it will offer each team in the region 

the opportunity to have quality competition at almost equal ability levels within the “DIVISIONS.”  

 

The “DIVISIONS” will first be defined by age parameters in order to give the Tournament Coordinator a guideline for 

starting.  Teams will then be invited, not required, to move up a division or down a division, at the discretion of the 

Tournament Coordinator based upon their performance in a previous qualifier or inter-regional tournament.  When 

invited, teams are not obligated or required to move!  It is an option!!  However, the Tournament Coordinator will be 

making recommendations to teams and, with their permission, moving them up a division or down a division in order 

to more closely match their level of play with that of other teams within a given division.  Team representatives should 

communicate openly with the Tournament Coordinator about their placement within a qualifier so that the team 

representative and the players feel comfortable about their opportunity to compete in any qualifier entered. 

 

It is our hope to have approximately five “DIVISIONS” consistently.  However, this will depend on the number of 

teams entered into a given qualifier.  When a qualifier has fewer teams, fewer “DIVISIONS” will be used, combining 

some of the divisions together in order to create appropriate numbers in the pools.  When a qualifier has more teams, 

more “DIVISIONS” will be used, splitting “DIVISIONS” in order to create 8-team, 12-team or 16-team “DIVISIONS” 

when possible. 

 

Consider the current age-related levels.  When possible, we separate all age divisions into seven different groups: 

18’s, 17’s, 16’s, 15’s, 14’s, 13’s, and 12’s.  Some qualifiers have the participation that allows us to do so.  Other 

qualifiers are smaller and require us to combine the 18’s and 17’s into one group, the 16’s and 15’s into another group, 

the 14’s and 13’s into their own group, and the 12’s stand alone.  In this scenario, we have only four divisions.  

Hopefully, this will help you understand the reason we will have fewer “DIVISIONS” in some qualifiers and more 

“DIVISIONS” in other qualifiers. 

 

In the new tournament format, the “DIVISIONS” will be defined initially as follows: 

 

DIVISION 1 

¶ “Base Teams” will consist of all 18’s and 17’s 

¶ “Invited Teams” will consist of: 

o Teams from DIVISION 2 that finished in the top 20% to 25% in a previous tournament 

Á Note:  14’s and under will NOT be allowed a reserve 

 

DIVISION 2 

¶ “Base Teams” will consist of all 16’s and only the 15 one’s 

¶ “Invited Teams” will consist of: 

o Teams from DIVISION 1 that finished in the bottom 20% to 25% in a previous tournament 

o Teams from DIVISION 3 that finished in the top 20% to 25% in a previous tournament 

Á Note:  14’s and under teams will NOT be allowed a reserve 

 

DIVISION 3 

¶ “Base Teams” will consist of all 15 two’s, 15 three’s, 15 four’s, etc. 

¶ “Invited Teams” will consist of: 

o Teams from DIVISION 2 that finished in the bottom 20% to 25% in a previous tournament 

o Teams from DIVISION 4 that finished in the top 20% to 25% in a previous tournament 

Á Note:  14’s and under teams will NOT be allowed a reserve 

 

DIVISION 4 

¶ “Base Teams” will consist of all 14’s and 13’s 

¶ “Invited Teams” will consist of: 

o Teams from DIVISION 3 that finished in the bottom 20% to 25% in a previous tournament 

o Teams from DIVISION 5 that finished in the top 20% to 25% in a previous tournament 

Á Note:  15’s and older teams will be allowed a reserve under the 14’s and under reserve rule 

 

DIVISION 5 



¶ Will consist of only 12’s (primarily because of different net height and different ball weight) 

This format will be used in all of the qualifiers, but it will not be used in the Regional Championship 

Tournament.  However, this format will affect the seeding for Regional Championship Tournament!  That means 

the teams who now advance to a higher “DIVISION” will be given priority seeding within their own age division for 

the Regional Championship Tournament.  The team having the highest ranking within a preceding “DIVISION” or 

preceding “DIVISIONS” will be considered the highest seeded team in their appropriate age division.  The team having 

the lowest ranking within a following “DIVISION” or following “DIVISIONS” will be considered the lowest seeded 

team in their appropriate age division. 

 

 

 

For example, please consider the following rankings existed when the regular qualifier tournament season was over: 

 

   DIVISION 1   DIVISION 2   DIVISION 3  

  1.  Apollo 171    Inchworms 171   Quest 153 

  2.  Blitzkrieg 181   Jingles 182   Rumplestiltskin 161 

  3.  Cuddles 161   King’s Kids 162   Shreksters 152 

  4.  Dunamis 181   Looney Tunes 171   Tiny Tots 141 

  5.  Echo 182    Mousekateers 151   Ukeleles 153 

  6.  Freckles 172   Ninconpoops 181   Varieties 131 

  7.  Gypsy 161    Oodles 141   Widgets 172 

  8.  Horseradish 151   Pumpernickels 162   X-Rays 141 

 

 

Using the above scenario, the seeding for the Regional Championship Tournament would look like this: 

 

   18’s   17’s   16’s   15’s  

 

 Blitzkrieg 181  Apollo 171  Cuddles 161  Horseradish 151 

 Dunamis 181  Freckles 172  Gypsy 161  Mousekateers 151 

 Echo 182  Inchworms 171  King’s Kids 162  Quest 153 

 Jingles 182  Looney Tunes 171  Pumpernickels 162  Shreksters 152 

 Nincompoops 181 Widgets 172  Rumplestiltskin 161 Ukeleles 153 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TOURNAMENT “NO SHOW” POLICY 
 

 

 

The Sun Country Region Volleyball Association has a “NO SHOW” Policy as of February 2002. 

 

The problem a “no show” presents is two-fold.  First, we sometimes have teams on a waiting list who really 

want to play but do not get seeded into the tournament because there is no available slot for them.  If the 

team dropping out informs the Tournament Coordinator or the Tournament Director, then a team on the 

waiting list can be invited to play.  Second, there is a hassle on Saturday morning of the tournament 

because the pools have to be redrawn for three teams where there was a four-team pool.  Or, pools must be 

combined where there was only a three-team pool and one of those teams is a “no show.” 

 

In order to avoid having this problem, the SURVA Board of Directors has created a policy as follows: 

 

1. Any team who is seeded into a tournament is considered committed to participating and is accountable 

for this policy. 

2. If it becomes necessary to drop out of a tournament for any reason, the Tournament Director or the 

Tournament Coordinator must be contacted by 5pm on Friday the day before the tournament. 

3. If a team fails to communicate by the 5pm Friday deadline and is a “NO SHOW” on the day of the 

tournament, a sanction will be imposed as follows: 

a. The penalty for a qualifier will be the forfeiture of the team’s tournament entry fee and a 

$100 fine.  It will be taken immediately from the bond money and must be replaced before 

that team will be allowed to participate in any future tournament or tournaments in the 

region. 

b. The penalty for the Regional Championship Tournament will be the forfeiture of the team’s 

tournament entry fee and a $200 fine.  It will automatically be taken from the team bond 

money and club bond money as it applies.  If there is not sufficient bond money, then the 

team will be notified of the outstanding balance.  If it is not paid by the end of May, then 

that team or anyone having been registered with that team will not be allowed to register the 

following club season until the fine is paid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TOURNAMENT ADMINISTRATION 
 

 

Seeding and Arranging Pools 
 

Once a tournament has been filled or upon the entry deadline, depending on which comes first, the SURVA 

Tournament Coordinator will contact the Tournament Director with the list of teams entered.  The SURVA 

Tournament Coordinator will determine how the teams will be divided between pools and the seeding of 

the teams within those pools (See “Division” Format for Qualifiers). 

 

The SURVA Tournament Coordinator will email the final seeding and pool information to the Tournament 

Director, each of the team representatives whose teams are participating and the SURVA web master to be 

posted on the region’s web page.  No changes are to be made to the pool format or the seeding without the 

advance permission of the SURVA Tournament Coordinator. 

 

 

Pool Format 

 

Priority will be given to four team pools, playing 2 games to 25 points. 

 

If necessary, 3 team pools will be used.  If it is possible, there will be two rounds of play, reshuffling the 

pools at the end of round one.  Two games to 25 points will be played in each round. 

 

When appropriate, 3 team pools will be used with only one round of play, playing 3 games to 25 points. 

 

Only under rare circumstances – and with only one pool and no playoff bracket – will a five-team pool be 

allowed.  Advance permission from the SURVA Tournament Coordinator is required. 

 

 

Pool Sheets and Brackets 

 

It is the responsibility of the Tournament Director to provide the pool sheets for posting at the tournament 

once the seeding has been released by the SURVA Tournament Coordinator.  A pool sheet should be 

provided a coach from each team and should be posted at each court on the scorer’s table.  A master copy 

should be kept at the Site Manager’s desk for posting the results for all to see. 

 

It is the responsibility of the SURVA Tournament Coordinator to provide the format for bracket play.  

However, it is the responsibility of the Tournament Director to draw the brackets up accordingly and to 

post them at the Site Manager’s desk for posting the results for all to see. 

 

Mark all officiating assignments clearly on the brackets using the guidelines set forth in “Officiating the 

Playoffs and Bracket Play.” 

 

 

Pool Redraw Due to No Show 

 

When a team does not show up to participate on the morning of the tournament, a sanction will be assessed 

(See “No Show” Policy) and the pools may need to be redrawn.  Please follow the guidelines in “Pool 

Format” listed above. 

 

 

Site Director 

 

Tournaments, which require the use of three or more courts, are required to have a non-playing and non-

coaching Site Director whose sole responsibility it is to keep the tournament on schedule and accurately 

recorded.  It is strongly suggested that Site Director be compensated by the Tournament Director for his/her 

efforts. 



 

 

Court Manager 

 

Cases in which the Tournament Coordinator has granted a waiver allowing a five-team pool, a non-playing 

and non-coaching manager is mandatory.  Payment of the court manager for services rendered is optional 

but is recommended. 

 

Coaches’ Meeting 

 

The Tournament Director must conduct a coaches’ meeting at least 30 minutes prior to the start of play.  A 

coach or a team representative from every team should be present so that the following information may be 

provided: 

 

Explanation of the SURVA ZERO-TOLERANCE POLICY 

 

All teams will provide the required USAV online registration rosters prior to their first match of the day.  

Players listed on the roster who are not in attendance should be crossed out.  New players not listed on the 

roster should be added and their registration numbers listed.  Tournament Directors are responsible for 

verifying the accuracy of rosters. 

 

Rules particular to the host facility – such as food, drink, etc – should be discussed. 

 

Ground rules should be reviewed. 

 

Pool play format, playoff format and refereeing assignments should be discussed 

 

Lunch break, if granted by the Tournament Director, should be mentioned 

 

A protest committee – designated by the Tournament Director – should be announced.  All protests will be 

decided by the protest committee.  The committee shall consist of the following members:  the Site 

Director, highest ranking certified official on site not involved in the protest, a SURVA Board of Directors 

member, preferably a certified official. 

 

Starting and Staying on Time 

 

All tournaments will begin play at 8:30am unless otherwise approved by the SURVA Tournament 

Coordinator.  Playing teams are allowed ten minutes of warm-up between matches with a format of 2-4-4. 

 

Determination of Playoff Teams 

 

When pool play is complete, no more than one half of the teams in each pool may advance into the 

championship bracket (gold division).  There is an exception in three-team pools in that two of the three 

teams will advance to the gold division when only one round is played with three game matches.  Also, the 

championship round may include a maximum of sixteen teams except in the SURVA Regional 

Championship Tournament. 

 

A team shall not be eliminated from a higher playoff bracket on a point system or other non-competitive 

system but can be seeded within the same bracket as the other team that is tied in that fashion.  Teams 

qualifying for the same playoff bracket but tied for position only will not compete in a playoff game to 

determine position but shall be assigned their playoff position based on the USAV tie-breaking procedures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



If two or more teams are tied for the last playoff position in a given bracket, the minimum of one 15-point 

rally score game shall be played as follows: 

 

1. Two teams tie for the last position:  one game. 

2. Three teams tie for the last position:  superior team by point spread shall be given a bye and will play 

the winner of one 15 point game between the two remaining teams. 

3. If more than three teams tie for the last position:  consult the USAV guide for the proper procedure. 

 

If three teams ties for two playoff positions, the team with the greatest point spread in pool play 

competition shall be awarded first place in the pool.  The remaining two teams shall play one 1-point rally 

game for the remaining playoff position.  If all three teams’ point spreads are the same, consult the USAV 

guide for the proper procedure. 

 

Officiating 

 

The first referees of all matches of the tournament are assigned by the SURVA Referee Chair.  However, 

participating teams must have certified officials to serve as the second referee.  Teams not having qualified 

officials by March 1 will be sanctioned by SURVA before being accepted into any future tournament. 

 

Officiating in Pool Play 

 

All teams scheduled to officiate must be courtside and ready to do so.  Tournament Directors should be 

active throughout the day of the tournament to ensure that officiating and rating teams are ready to carry 

out their responsibilities.  Teams, which leave after pool play has been completed without fulfilling their 

officiating assignments, shall be reported to the SURVA Tournament Coordinator.  These teams will be 

sanctioned and fined by the SURVA Board of Directors. 

 

Officiating the Playoffs and Bracket Play 

 

Games played to decide which team will go to playoffs shall be officiated by the team finishing first in 

pool.  In case of three-way ties, the team awarded the bye on the basis of point spread will officiate the first 

playoff game; the loser of the first playoff game will officiate the second playoff game. 

 

First round matches shall be officiated by one of the last teams to play. 

 

If a second round is necessary to obtain a finalist, the first round losers shall officiate the second round. 

 

The finals shall be officiated by the losers of the semifinals. 

 

Awards 

 

Tournament Directors are required as a minimum to supply awards for the first place and second place 

teams in the gold bracket.  It is encouraged to give them to the other divisions, if possible.  The awards may 

be either team or individual.  The awards are to be in the form of a trophy or individual medallions to be in 

keeping with the current UIL (Texas) and NMAA (New Mexico) regulations. 

 

Disciplinary Action 

 

Tournament Directors are expected to take disciplinary action during a tournament when there is good 

cause.  The Tournament Director should consult with the lead official at the site at which the problem 

occurred to determine what action to take.  If it cannot be determined what action to take, the Tournament 

Director should allow teams to play, making sure team representatives are aware of violations of USAV 

and/or SURVA rules.  All violations shall be reported to the SURVA Tournament Coordinator.  The 

SURVA Tournament Coordinator will submit the report of the violation to the SURVA Board of Directors 

for further action. This includes all zero-tolerance occurrences. 

 

 

 



Zero Tolerance Policy 

SURVA has a ZERO-TOLERANCE policy on screaming, yelling, making derogatory remarks, or any 

excessive display of disagreement to ANY official (up ref, down ref, line judge, or scorekeeper) concerning 

any official's decision or scorekeeping issue.  

 Penalty is immediate dismissal from the premises, without warning, and possible sanctions for the 

teams/clubs involved. Individual conflicts or disturbances involving coaches, players or spectators will be 

subject to the same penalty. 

Reporting Accidents 

 

Each Tournament Director should have two report forms (See FORMS section): 

1. USA Volleyball Medical Claim Form 

2. ESIX Insurance Incident Report Form 

 

In the event an injury occurs to a participant, the Tournament Director must complete both forms and 

distribute copies as explained on the forms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

      Check List for Director’s Box 
 

Awards for first and second place in each division 

 

Master pool play and playoff posters 

 

Current USAV rule book and current SURVA Handbook 

 

Blank typing paper to make signs indicating location of eating area, bathrooms, and telephones, etc. 

 

Miscellaneous:  masking tape, scotch tape, highlighters x 2, a stapler, paper clips and extra pencils and 

pens, files or manila envelopes (one per pool) to keep completed score sheets and team rosters in order; 

sharpies to be used to record results on pool play and playoff posters 

 

Officiating supplies PER COURT!!... 

 

   One new or nearly new USAV approved game ball 

   

   Three ring binder to include: 

    Regular game score sheets x 25 

    Tie-breaker (third game) score sheets x 15 

    Lineup sheets x 25 

    Libero tracking sheets x 25 

 

   Black or blue ballpoint scoring pens x 2 

 

   Mechanical pencils or wooden pencils with sharpeners x 2 

 

   Flip scoreboard 

 

   Small pool play schedule 

 

   Large, visible court number placed on safety pads on standards 

 

   Zero-tolerance policy posted at each site 

 

Stuff that should be at the site é 

 

One Tournament Director’s table and chairs for that table 

 

Padded standards, net, two antennae, referee stand PER COURT!! 

 

One scorer’s table and three chairs PER COURT!! 

 

Chairs for the teams on the sidelines 

 

Several trash cans strategically located 

 

Trash bags 

 

Toilet Paper 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

UNIVERSAL PRECAUTIONS 
 

 

Procedure for Handling Spilled Blood and Body Fluids 

 

 

1. Put on disposable gloves, latex or vinyl. 

 

2. Use paper towels to absorb spill. 

 

3. Place used towels in leak-proof plastic bag.  Extensive spills use RED plastic bag. 

 

4. Flood area with bleach solution. 

 

5. Clean area with paper towels, vacuum or broom and dustpan. 

 

6. Place used towels, vacuum cleaner bag or waste in a leak-proof plastic bag. 

 

7. Remove gloves, pull inside-out 

 

8. Place used gloves in a bag and tie. 

 

9. Wash hands with soap and water for at least 10 seconds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

POST TOURNAMENT DUTIES 
 

 

Reporting Tournament Results 

 

The Tournament Director must email the tournament results to the SURVA Tournament Coordinator by the 

Monday following the weekend on which the tournament was held.  Tournament results may be submitted 

in any form convenient to the Tournament Director provided the order of finish for all teams competing is 

provided.  A $15 fine will be assessed each day the results are late. 

 

It is imperative to have the results for the seeding of upcoming tournaments. 

 

 

Mailing of the Score Sheets 

 

All score sheets must be mailed, by the Friday following the tournament, to the SURVA Referee Chair.  A 

$100 fine will be assessed each week the score sheets are late. 

 

 

Submitting the Financial Report 

 

The Financial Report is to be mailed to the SURVA Treasurer no later than one week following the 

tournament date.  A penalty of $100 per week will be imposed for each week the Financial Report is late.  

The SURVA Treasurer will not issue a check to the Tournament Director until the report is received. 

 


